The Book of Luke
Luke 4:8 ~ "﻿8And Jesus answered and said to him, 'Get behind Me, Satan! For it is 
         written, "You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve." '"

~ we are commanded to serve Him alone, but we can choose 
to rebel on this too
 

Luke 5:31, 32 ~ "31Jesus answered and said to them, 'Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. ﻿32I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.' "

~ calling sinners to repentance
 

Luke 6:20-36 ~ "﻿﻿20Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed are 
you poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God. 21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be ﻿filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 22Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in Heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. 
24But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25Woe to you who are full, for you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 26Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the false prophets. 
﻿27But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, ﻿28bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. ﻿29To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. ﻿30﻿Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. ﻿31And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. 32But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. ﻿33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. ﻿34And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. ﻿35﻿ But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. ﻿36Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful."

~ the actions and heart of a true believer
 

Luke 6:40 ~ "﻿40A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained 
         will be like his teacher."

~ our mission: to be like our Master ~ 
 

 

Luke 6:46 ~ "But why do you call me Lord, Lord and [do] not do the things I say?"

~ Are we calling Him Master and yet not obeying Him?
 

Luke 8:4-15 ~ ﻿"4And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him 
from every city, He spoke by a parable: ﻿5'A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. ﻿6Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. ﻿7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. ﻿8But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.' When He had said these things He cried, 'He who has ears to hear, let him hear!' ﻿9Then His disciples asked Him, saying, 'What does this parable mean?' 10And He said, 'To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that "Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand." ﻿11Now the parable is this: The seed is the Word of God. ﻿12Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the Word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. ﻿13But the ones on the rocks are those who, when they hear, receive the Word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. ﻿14Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. ﻿15But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the Word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.' "

~ the parable of the good and bad soils ~ the the true and false "hearers"
 

Luke 8:21 ~ "21But He answered and said to them, 'My mother and My brothers are 
         these who hear the Word of God and do it.' "

~ Jesus' family are those who hear and study His Word and obey
 

Luke 9:23-27 ~ "2﻿Then He said to them all, 'If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. ﻿24For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. ﻿25For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? ﻿26For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels.' "

~ Jesus' call follow Him no matter the cost, and leave the 
consequences in His hands
 

Luke 9:58 ~ "﻿﻿﻿58And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, 
         but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.' "

~ Jesus never had a house of His own
 

Luke 9:57-62 ~ "57Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said 
to Him, 'Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.' ﻿58And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.' ﻿59Then He said to another, 'Follow Me.' But he said, 'Lord, let me first go and bury my father.' 60Jesus said to him, 'Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the Kingdom of God.' ﻿61And another also said, 'Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.' ﻿62But Jesus said to him, 'No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God.' "

~ Jesus called 3 to follow Him and they apparently chose distractions 
because they aren't mentioned specifically again. Jesus is calling us 
~ What is our answer?
 

Luke 10:25-37 ~ ﻿"25And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, 
'Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?' 26He said to him, 'What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?' 27So he answered and said, '"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind," and "your neighbor as yourself." ' 28And He said to him, 'You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.' 29But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, 'And who is my neighbor?' ﻿30Then Jesus answered and said: 'A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. ﻿31Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. ﻿32Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. ﻿33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. ﻿34So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. ﻿35On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, "Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you." ﻿36So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?' 37And he said, 'He 
who showed mercy on him.' Then Jesus said to him, 'Go and do likewise.' "

~ faith –> works; and the 2 greatest commandments (Matt. 22:40)
 

Luke 11:28 ~ "28But He said, 'More than that, blessed are those who hear the Word of 
         God and keep it!' "

~ hearing and keeping His Word
 

Luke 11:33-36 ~ "33No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a 
basket, but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light. ﻿34The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness. ﻿36If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light."

~ God is light and submitting to Him and His Word brings light
~ it's our choice
 

Luke 11:39, 42 ~ "﻿﻿39﻿Then the Lord said to him, 'Now you Pharisees make the outside of 
         the cup and dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness.
﻿…
42But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass by justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.' "

~ inside dirty/outside clean ~ Jesus is clearly aiming at the heart 
as the most important priority to Him
Luke 12:8-9 ~ "9But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of 
God. 10And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven."

~ rejecting the true Jesus –> perishing
Luke 12:35-48 ~ "'35Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; ﻿36and you 
yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. ﻿37Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. ﻿38And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. ﻿39But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. ﻿40Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.' ﻿41Then Peter said to Him, 'Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all people?' ﻿42And the Lord said, 'Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? ﻿43Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. ﻿44﻿Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. ﻿45﻿But if that servant says in his heart, "My master is delaying his coming," and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. ﻿47And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. ﻿48﻿But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.' "

~ faithful servants who are found watching and ready for their Master 
will be very well rewarded
 

Luke 12:49-53 ~ "﻿﻿﻿49I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled! ﻿50But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished! ﻿51﻿Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division. ﻿52﻿For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three. ﻿53﻿Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law." 

~ those who follow Jesus in truth will be divided from rebellious unbelievers
 

Luke 13:1-5 ~ "1There were present at that season some who told Him about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. ﻿2And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? ﻿3I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. ﻿4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? ﻿5I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish."

~ whatever the situation, there are 2 choices: repentance or eternal separation
 

Luke 13:6-9 ~ "6He also spoke this parable: "A certain man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. ﻿7Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?' ﻿8But he answered and said to him, 'Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. ﻿9﻿And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.' "

~ parable warning against those who refuse to repent; 
good fruit is evidence of repentance
 

Luke 13:20 ~ ﻿"20And again He said, 'To what shall I liken the Kingdom of God? ﻿21It is like 
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.' "

~ the Kingdom of God permeates every area of life
 

Luke 13:22-30 ~ ﻿"22And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and 
journeying toward Jerusalem. ﻿23Then one said to Him, 'Lord, are there ﻿few who are saved?' And He said to them, '24Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for ﻿many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. ﻿25When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, "Lord, Lord, open for us," and He will answer and say to you, "I do not know you, where you are from." ﻿26Then you will begin to say, "We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets." ﻿27But He will say, "I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity." ﻿28There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, ﻿when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the Kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. ﻿29They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the Kingdom of God. ﻿30And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.' " 

~ narrow gate/wide gate – two choices 
 

Luke 14:15-24 ~ "15Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these 
things, he said to Him, ﻿'Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the Kingdom of God!' 16Then He said to him, 'A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, ﻿17and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, "Come, for all things are now ready." ﻿18But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, "I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused." ﻿19And another said, "I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused." ﻿20Still another said, "I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come." ﻿21So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, "Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the ﻿maimed and the lame and the blind." ﻿22And the servant said, "Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room." ﻿23Then the master said to the servant, "Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. ﻿24For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper." ' "

~ The question is: What's our excuse? Or will we accept His gracious invitation?
 

Luke 14:25-33 ~ ﻿"25Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to 
them, ﻿26﻿'If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. ﻿27And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. ﻿28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— ﻿29lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, ﻿30saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' ﻿31Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? ﻿32Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. ﻿33So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. ﻿"

~ whoever does not forsake all and follow Him cannot be His disciple
 

Luke 14:34-35 ~ "34Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be 
seasoned? ﻿35It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!'"

~ salt-less seasoning (comparable to being lukewarm – Rev. 3:14-22)
 

 

Luke 16:13 ~ "13No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon."

~ 2 masters: God and money ~ we are following/serving one – which one?
 

Luke 16:15 ~ "15And He said to them, 'You are those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God."

~ who are we seeking to please: God or men?
 

Luke 17:33 ~ "33Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will  
         preserve it." 

 ~ keeping or losing one's life ~ it's our choice
 

Luke 18:9-14 ~ "9Also He spoke this parable to some ﻿who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others: ﻿10﻿'Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ﻿11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, "God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. ﻿12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess." ﻿13And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to Heaven, but beat his chest, saying, "God, be merciful to me a sinner!" ﻿14I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.' "

 ~ true and false repentance
 

Luke 18:18-23 ~ ﻿"18Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, 'Good Teacher, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?' 19So Jesus said to him, 'Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. ﻿20You know the commandments: "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not bear false witness," "Honor your father and your mother." ' ﻿21And he said, 'All these things I have kept from my youth.' 22So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, 'You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in Heaven; and come, follow Me.' 23But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.﻿"

 ~ the rich, young (foolish) ruler sadly chose to hold onto the temporary 
earthly treasures. If he didn't repent, he lost all of it when he died.
 

Luke 18:24-30 ~ "24And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, 'How 
hard it is for those who have riches to enter the Kingdom of God! ﻿25For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.' ﻿26And those who heard it said, 'Who then can be saved?' ﻿27But He said, 'The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.' "

~ the cost of discipleship
 

Luke 21:34-36 ~ "34But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. ﻿35For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. ﻿36﻿Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man."

~ the importance of watching and not being weighed down 
with the cares of this world
 

Luke 23:39-43 ~ "39Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, 
saying, 'If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.' 40But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, 'Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? ﻿41And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.' ﻿42Then he said to Jesus, 'Lord, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.' ﻿43And Jesus said to him, 'Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.' "

~ an example of true repentance
 

Luke 24:46-48 ~ "﻿46Then He said to them, 'Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary 
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, ﻿47and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. ﻿48And you are witnesses of these things.' "

~ repentance and turning from sins – preached to all nations; 
Also, a witness: one who testifies of what he/she has seen and heard
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